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of commerce and conveyancing. The case-law which is a
part of our present legal systems is also in the same language.
To talk of replacing all this by a new untried language,
merely on the ground of sentiment, is to invite chaos."
Some of my Indian friends and acquaintances, especially
the dark, vital, impulsive types of South India, insist that
the ceaseless bickering over education is a healthy sign.
No one fights over something that is of no importance,
they argue. So if Indians to-day wrangle ceaselessly on
educational matters, it is because they are devoting more
thought and attention to them than ever before.
It is assuredly one of the marked changes from pre-
independence days to find the amount of work that is being
put into adult education plans in most of the large cities.
It is a movement which has not yet made much of an
impact in the villages. That is inevitable. Adult education
is, by its nature, more readily handled when it can be dealt
with as a mass movement. That is how it is being treated
in one big centre of population after another.
The drive behind adult education is something new in
India, But it is not a new idea. Work on those lines was
started many years ago, but the past two years have seen
a remarkable surge forwards. Thousands of devoted
teachers are giving their time,-many of them on a voluntary
basis, to the task of helping millions of their fellow-citizens
to attain literacy. The organisation behind the movement
is admirable, and so is the spirit of those who bear the
burden. It is clearly commendable that so many people are
now concerned with the well-being of their fellows ; and
that so many of the illiterate are prepared to take advantage
of their opportunities. But what will be the final result of
this great expenditure of energy and skill ? At best, the
adult education drive of the new India will give a fairly
small proportion of the population a glimpse of a world
which will still remain far beyond the reach of the vast
majority.